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THE NEW YEAR, AND THE NEW VOLUME, 

We have already offered our best wishes on the advent of an- 
other year, and we now repeat our congratulations to those who 
have been permitted to enter upon it. It is always a harrassing, 
and sometimes a difficult office, which devolves upon the pioneer; 
but having, as we venture to hope, earned a general recognition 
of our zealous devotion to the best interests of Judaism, and 
of the consistency of our course throughout, with the prin- 
ciples avowed from the outset, we apply ourselves to the duties 
which lie before us, in the hope always to meet a favorable con- 
struction from all —_ and that extent of encouragement and 
co-operation, which may render this only organ of Anglo-Jewish 
interests, as efficient as possible for their service. ‘The resumé 
of an ‘* Observer,” (in last number) at the close of our two 
years’ labours, — out what the /’oice of Jacob is destined | 
to become, if adequately supported; while it, at the same time, 
renders justice to what has already resulted from our exertions.— 
We continue to do our share :—we call, then, upon those whose 
cause it no less is for which we contend ; whose highest inter- 
ests are in no less a degree to be protected thereby ; and whose 
duty to do something for the cause, is not rendered less be- 
cause the zeal of a private individual has betrayed him into 


80 On¢rous a prominence on its behalf :—we call upon each | 
ments; but might have a public organ, or at Jeast issue occasional reports 


and all, to co-operate with us for the fulfilment of our common 
vocation ;—-so to render Israel a worthy model to all nations ;— 
hor as heretofore, a ‘* blessing to all the families of the 
earth,”’ 
The present number does not contain a dissertation, partly 
ecause there is one in No. 27., (last volume) on the same 
portion, aby\—and partly because the press of accumulated 
matter leaves us no room for that, and much more (contri- 
buted), that we would willingly insert. The same may be said of 
an exhortation to the sacred duties of the season, especially of the 
sacred day of Atonement so near at hand. For that day, let us 
humbly hope, in our public capacity, as in our private one, to 
have reconciled any who may have found oceasion of offence 
in the candid and impartial manner in which our sense of 
uty obliges us occasionally to canvass public measures, and 
the policy involved. And let us all pray to stand acquitted of 
perversity in wrong, before the footstool of divine mercy ;—so 
that our contrition for the past, accepted, and our resolves for 
future good, confirmed, to each ard all may be vouchsafed a 
€ssing, as accepted instruments to advance the beneficent end 
of Creation—the happiness of His creatures, Poe 


THE DECKEE OF ANCONA SUSPENDED. 


e have sincere pleasure in announcing, from an authentic 


“ource, that the atrocious decree of the Roman Inquisition, 
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first issued under the authority of Leo XII., and recently put 
in force by the Inquisitor General of Ancona, has been again 
suspended. In confirmation of this consolatory respite, we are 
enabled by an influential gentleman, to make the following ex- 
tracts from a letter just addressed to him, by a highly respect- 
able and intelligent Jewish correspondent, from the scene of 
action, 


“ Your judicious arrangement, for obtaining publication in the English 
papers of the inhuman decree issued by the Ancona Inquisition, has had 


the best effects; arousing the sympathy of the English people, and induc- 


ing the French journalists to write most excellent articles in our favor. 
As the French and English newspapers circulate in Italy, you have by 
those means excited favorable sentiments tow: rds us on the part of many 
in this peninsula;—as well as contempt and censure towards our op- 
pressors, Meanwhile, I have the pleasure to announce to you, that, in 
consequence cither of the reclamations of our co-religionists, the alleged 
interposition of influential individuals, or the influence of the press thus 
called into exercise,—the execution of that barbarous decree has been 
suspended, 

“ Your’s is a noble country! wherein liberal and humane institutions are 
established with facility, and operate efficiently. —Would it not be proper 
to establish there a society, the aim of which should be, our emancipation 
from oppression thronghout Europe? This society should be composed 
of every class of individuals, of all political and religious opinions. 

* * * * 


‘ Such a society would not require the direct intervention of govern- 


and appeals for the furtherance of its ends. ‘There is no doubt that co- 
operation and contributions from all parts of Europe, as well as the United 
States, would be given willingly. So that if this proposition were favor- 
ably entertained by persons of influence and station, its success would be 
almost certain.” 

We learn from various quarters, that the utmost consterna- 
tion had been produced, not only throughout dar + but every- 
where in the Mediterranean; not only among the Jews, but 
among Protestant Christians, either subject to Catholic govern- 
ments or surrounded by Catholic populations, at this revival of 
the fearful Inquisition. Some misapprehension has existed as 
to the genuineness of the decree ;—we have reason to know, that 
certain of its clauses had already begun to be acted upon. We 
cannot for a moment doubt the useful influence in this matter 
of the public press,* which, in giving so energetic an expres- 
sion to the indignation excited in this country by the promul- 
gation of the decree, has done effective service to the interests 
of civilization and of religious freedom.—On behalf of the res- 
cued victims of that grievous wrong, and of the Jewish 
people generally, we venture to assure our contemporaries, that 
a grateful sense is entertained of their powerful sympathy in 
our hour of need. Let it not, however, be overlooked, that the 


* It has already been our agreeable duty to point out the Morning 
Heraid, the Sun, and the Ipswich Express, as prominent in the cause of 


mere on this occasion. 
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2 ) THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


decree is after all but suspended, not revoked. A reference to | 


the V’oice.of Jacob, No. 53, will show that this cruel edict has 
“remained in existence for sixty-cight years; to be evoked and 
enforced every now and then, at the caprice of some local 
functionary of that fearful institution, which the great bulk of 
the thinking public had vainly deemed long since extinct. ‘ Let 
us then entreat our contemporaries, even for the sake of the 
common rights of humanity, and of confidence in that re-action 
which ever characterizes an honest and zealous advocacy of 
the good in principle—not to leave the task unfinished. The 
suggestion, in the above extracts, of an association to preserve 
the Jews from oppression, points out a simple and effective 
mode of operation. Did not public opinion save the Jews of 
Damascus? Has not public indignation been instrumental, in 
at least suspending the Inquisition’s decree? Might not public 
sympathy arrest those immeasurably worse oppressions—the 
Russian ukase, now expatriating half a million of Jews—the 
Moravian cruelties, recently perpetrated in the name of the law, 
on Jewish wives and mothers, for daring to marry and increase 
in obedience to the laws of God and nature ?—But why need 
we again revert to the sickening details of Israel's wrongs, even 
in Europe, to which our columns have but too frequently been 
devoted? In April last, we treated at length the expediency 
and the practicability of enlisting the sympathies of our Chris- 
tian neighbours, in obtaining the amelioration of those and 
similar persecutions ;—we have since then many proofs of how 
ardently many aspire to realize the promise—‘‘ bless 
them that bless thee,’ and we have even now in hand the draft 
of a i me from an influential ‘* Friend of Israel,” which 
proves how Jew and Gentile may meet on common ground, 
and labour in the cause of philanthropy, mutually secured against 
all risk of interference on religious points. If our respected 
contemporaries, or others having opportunity and influence, 
will entertain the appeal, thus repeated as it were from the 
hion’s deri, we will pledge ourselves to lay open a scheme of 
action, safe, facile, and unexceptionable; and also to ex- 
hibit as a field for operation, a melancholy list of miseries en- 
dured—still more poignant than those for which societies have 
already been formed, (and succeeded too;) persecutions—yet 
more flagrant than those of the Roman Inquisition, and per- 
mitted in quarters still more accessible to public appeal, than 
are its ruthless agents. 

The Augsburgh Gazette contains a letter of the 3rd inst., 
from /esaro, which attributes the recent issue of the ordon- 
nance, principally to the following accident. 

‘* There ate always in the market-place of Ancona, several 
Jewish vehicles for hire: one of them lately had the honour of 


bearing the Grand 9, omen and it so chanced, that the horse. 


took the bit between his teeth and ran off, to the imminent 
danger of the person in the carriage. The driver was then ac- 
cused of having intended to overturn the Grand Inquisitor, and 
was In consequence thrown into prison. This, with some other 
made up complaints against the Jews, produced a renewal of the 
former ordonnances.” 

[We have reason to know, that there is much truth in this 
statement; indeed we believe the poor Jew (he was driver 
pro tem only), is still in a dungeon.—Eb. } 


THE QUESTION AT ISSUE BETWEEN JUDAISM 
AND CHRISTIANITY. 

Some eighteen centuries have elapsed since Christianity 
made its appearance in the world, and almost as long back dates 
its opposition to Judaism. There is scarcely a country of the 
old world, scarcely a single age, which has not witnessed their 
conflict. The persuasion of eloquence, the intoxication of 
allurement, and the blandishment of promise, no less than the 
menace of tyranny, and the tortures of cruelty, the'rack, the 
sword, and the stake, have alternately, if not always consen- 


taneously, been employed by the professors of Christianity in | 


order to bring the contest to the issue desired. Eighteen cen- 
turies have thus elapsed, and still, unconquered and uncon- 
querable, Judaism remains in the field as at the beginning. So 
unparalleled, so successful a resistance in what, as to material 
elements, must appear so unequal a struggle, is certainly a pheno- 


| tianity, Nay, some of them have been sought to 


menon to excite attention, and to stimulate those on both sides 
to inquire into their points of difference. _ As might be ex. 
pected, both from the importance of the subject and the length 
of the period during which the struggle has been maintained, 
thousands of inquiries have been, from time to time, undertaken - 
the result in each case being just what might have been antici. 
ated from the preconception of the inquirer. If so—it jj 
2 asked by our Jewish readers (to whom alone this article js 
addressed, since we regard the question trom a Jewish point of 
view)—wherefore broach again a question so frequently agi. 
tated, and so sliroscma' 4 treated ?—In reply, we point to 
the peculiar, the unprece ented position in which Christianity, 
as now represented, stands in relation to Judaism.—W ere we jn 
a country, in which nothing is allowed to be said but what js 
agreeable to those who stand at the helm of affairs; or where 
even truth, when struggling into light, must put ona certain 
garb, without which it is contraband, we must admit that 
such an inquiry would be equally unseasonable as unpro- 
fitable. Were this one of those bygone ages wherein the 
civilized world, yet in leading strings, could but apprehend 
facts and principles, as a designing few permitted ; or when the 
mass were content to regard the highest interest of man, through 
the stained medium interposed by a corrupt clergy, then we 
confess that the idea of such an inguiry as that before us, would 
be hopeless and superfluous. In those periods, it was not a 
point which constituted the religious difference between the 
two creeds,—the very existence of Judaism was the ground 
of contest. Yes, we repeat, it was not then a particular 
doctrine, or a given dogma, which was the question at 
issue :—that which constituted the crime of Judaism in the 
eyes of Christianity, was the mere fact of its continuing to sur- 
vive; and nothing less than the entire annihilation both otJewish 
nationality, and of Judaism utterly, could have appeased the 
wrath of its opponent. In such an age of wholesale condemna- 
tion, we admit that no inquiry was needful ;—both cause and 
effect were unhappily too palpable. Again; were our lot cast 
amidst a nation of unbelievers, or,-little better, of mere spi- 
ritualizers, who, in order to accommodate the contents of 
Scripture to their preconceived and self-righteous opinions, 
wrest passages from their connection, in order to put them into 
the crucible of their own conceit, there to volatilize them, until 
nothing but a coarse residue is left for Israel ;—with regard to 
such men, it is true, we might at once abandon the inquiry, 
as unlikely to lead to any practical result. To such people, 
Israel has appeared but as a performer, who, even after the 
close ofthe scene, remains still obstinately on the stage ; they have 
fancied Israel a mere corpse, which, though undeniably once 
animated by a noble soul, is now deserted by its vital principle, 
and hastening gradually to decay. But happily, our circum- 
stances are now widely different. We live ina country, wherein 
truth may present itself in any shape; in an age, wherein mil- 
lions of individuals hear, read, and think for themselves; 
amidst a people, beginning to read and to understand the word 
of God, as it ought to be read and understood; so that 
‘‘ Israel” is no longer held to signify some chimerical fic- 
titious abstraction, but that Israel who lives, and breathes, and 
walks among them. ‘ Jerusalem” is no more construed as 
some fantastical, visionary prefiguration, but the real Jerusa- 
lem, the restored capital of Palestine ;—in a word, by God's 
peereeenen, and through enlightened inquiry, Israel 1s 
no longerhunted down, misconceived and reviled, as opposed” 
to sa ype word of God; stripped of all those glorious promises 
insured to our hopes on almost every page of the living 
word. The period which is now dawning upon us, forms 
altogether a new one in the Christian era; and therefore 1s 1t, 
that regarding Christianity in the aspect in which it so presents 
itself, an inquiry into the question at issue will be found to 
lead to a result different from any former one. 

There are three prominent features in most religious 8Y% 
tems; viz., their moral tenets, ceremonial laws, and dogmas 
of faith.—The difference between Judaism and Christianity does 
certainly not lie in moral tenets. However excellent and sub- 
lime these are in Judaism, they are also recognized by Chr's- 
be carried out 


| 
| 
| 


by it, even more widely than our creed prescribes. It is, per- 
haps, not too much to say, that Christianity, in regard to moral 
tenets, is but the echo of Judaism, with some of the prolongation 
and attenuation which belongs to the figure. Nay, it is an 
indisputable fact, that the most admired, and -most-admirable 
ethical passages of the gospel, may be traced either to our own 
scriptures, or to those prototypes discovered in our post-biblical 
or Rabbinical writings, not so much by the researches of Jew- 
ish, as of Christian scholars. * 

The difference sought for, cannot lie in our views upon the 
ceremonial law; because the believing Christian, though as a 
Gentile not under obligation to observe the whole of that 
law, has, by way of free-will offering, voluntarily bound 
himself to several of our characteristic observances; and, 
moreover, whatever the extent of the Christian’s conformity to 
Judaism, the conviction is inevitable that—the descendant of 
Abraham is in no case absolved from the peculiarities of the 
Mosaic law, but that the Covenant of our God is, as He ordained 
it, everlasting. It is not necessary to discuss this point here, 
because it is now already admitted by a great mass of Christian 
believers, as we have trequently shown by quotations; and, to 
judge from the force of proof and argument which these are 
bringing to bear upon the point, it cannot long be denied by 
those inquirers who have not yet succeeded in disentangling 
themselves from early prepossession. 

From all this it is clear, that—our differences must altogether 


lie in some dogma of faith ;— indeed, as it appears to us, they can. 


now be resolved into the single question of—whether the Mes- 
siah has already appeared. In restricting our differences ‘to 
this. point, we do not overlook the circumstance that there 
are certain dogmas involved in it, such, for instance, as vi- 
carious atonement, justification by faith, &., which, as ex- 
plained, serve to separate the two creeds; but what we mean 
to assert is, that the one hinge upon which all Christianity turns, 
is the principle which necessarily comprehends the others. 
For so soon as an individual can convince himself that Messiah 
has already appeared, he, as a matter of course, must assign a 
reason or purpose for that coming, and this he usually discovers 
in the dogmas adverted to; while, on the other hand, the indi- 


vidual who does not believe that Messiah has already come, | 


since he does not admit the necessity involved, has no need to 
investigate the manner of supplying it;—and thus, with the 
non-adinission of Jesus, all other dogmas fall of course.—We 
have considered this apparent digression requisite, in order to 
show that, in summing up the whole difference between Judaism 
and Christianity (as now presented) in the above dogma, we 
have not overlooked others dependent upon it, and likewise 
contested by Judaism. 
_ Having now traced out the point at issue, and placed it in 
its true light, let us draw some inferences from it which may 
turned to useful account. The question of whether Messiah 
has alreadv appeared, is, as it must strike every one, a matter 
pertaining to history, and one which, if it could not be settled 
at the period when it is said to have taken place, is not likely 
to be cleared up by a lapse of eighteen centuries. Nothing less, 
indeed, than a manifest interposition of Providence can resolve 
the difficulty for all, and it is this confident expectation of such 
‘manifestation which, after eighteen centuries of divergency, 


1s now found to be the rallying point at which both parties meet. 


mith one accord,” and when “ many people will go and say, 
Come ye,and let us go up to the enndaie af the Lord, to the 
God of Jacob, 

will walk in his paths ; for out of Zion shall go forth the law, 
and the word of therefore, 
Carnestly prepare for that glorious period; let us prepare the 
one for the voice crying in the wilderness, b es, straight 

at might be crooked in our minds; by rendering plain such 
ruggedness as may be in our hearts. Let us recal to mind 
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our high destinies, the glorious privileges allotted to us, and- 


then ask ourselves,—are we yet worthy of so glorious a futu- 
rity ; and by what means can we so render ourselves worthy of it, 
as to accelerate its coming? Let us, also, since we know exactly 
the difference between us aud that Christian who meets us on 
the common ground above defined, lay aside any exaggerated 
mistrust of that legitimate aid in the accomplishment of our 
destinies which prophecy teaches to be allotted to those Gentiles 
who shall come to our light; (Vide Isaiah, lx.)—f-r through us 
have they known God, and with us shall they eventually pro- 
claim Him Ong, and His name Ong, over all the earth. Such 
men as shall minister unto us, and shall aspire to come up with 
acceptance to His altar, will no longer seek to rob us of our 
hope; they would but encourage and share it:—they will no longer 
watch for our halting, and snatch the stragglers from our flock ; 
they would rather support the faint and the weary of waiting ; 
rather urge and require the fulfilment of our peculiar religious 


duties ;—they will no longer be hangers on upon our skirts, to . 


vex and harrass our borders, but they would be as watchmen of 
our camp round about,—a body guard for the integrity of their 
elder brother’s portion. ‘Thus, together shall we wait for the 
brightness of our rising; for that flowing together which the 
ng foretold,—when Sheba shall come, and Aedar, and Ne- 

oth, and the ships of Tarshish, first—all the forces of the 
Gentiles, Throughout our prayers. we ask the Lord *‘ to hasten 
itin His time ;” and the beginning is at length come, when en- 
lightened Gentiles will rather assist our labour than thwart it ? 
Let them then work with us, for we have much to do; we have 
to loosen the bonds of our brethren every where, to warn *‘ the 
nation and kingdom that will not serve;’’ but, above all, to 
arouse our own scattered elements to the privileges and duties 
of their heritage. A long course of years may be needful for 
all this ; but in His sight a thousand years are but as yesterday. 
Meanwhile, let us and the believing Gentile, (in the words of 
Malachi,) be as brethren; let no man deal treacherously against 
his brother in the profanation of our fathers’ covenant, but let 
us wait with mutual deference until 5x13 Re- 
deemer shall come unto Zion.) 


Russia— The Ukase.—‘* The German Universal Gazette” 
says, with reference to the petition addressed by the Aonigs- 
berg congregation to the Emperor of Russia, in behalf of the 
unfortunate Polish Jews—‘* This petition will probably remain 
unheeded ; but such steps are not to be judged of according to 
their success. It is a proof of the increasing energy with which 
the Jews oppose and seck to rid themselves of midde-age re- 
strictions.”” 

The fifth letter of M. Czynski, a benevolent Polish gentle- 
man, a correspondent of the Archives /sraelites, gives a sad 
picture of the calamities sure to follow the execution of the 
recent ukase. He remarks upon the neutrality observed by 
the Jews during the contest of the Poles for their nationality ; 
and shews_ how little their forbearance has been recognized, 
He speaks of the ukase, as rather the execution of an old 
decree than the promulgation of a new one; and points out 
the bitterness of the injustice which condemns such masses of 
men, women, and children, indiscriminately, because of the 
offences, of a few. It appears, that thousands of those unfortu- 
nates have already sought an asylum in the neighbouring 
countries; and we apprehend that unless the revocation of the 
ukase be obtained by proper representations, we shall soon 
have an overwhelmning influx into England also; the Jews of 
which are already heavily burthened with needy foreigners. 
This at least should warn us to do ier is 2 | if we can, to 
avert the oppressive injustice. M. Czynski renders full justice 


to the Prussians of the Duchy of Posen, who have done all. 


they could for the Jewish fugitives from the Russian conscrip- 
tion, now become Prussian soldiers or labourers. The writer 
enters into details, like one well acquainted with all the bearings 
of the subject. He does not sivocats smuggling; but, he 
shews how few Jews are involved in a pursuit, affording so little 


‘shear. and attended by so much danger; the frontiers are — 
i 


terally lined with Cossacks, who are ordered to fire upon 


| those whom they cannot overtake; the punishment being, 


to those who are unable to pay the fines, imprisonment and 


“4 
« 
bs 
* 
~ 
ci 
a* 
> 


| | 
» 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| Bag bs 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| é 
.: ence manifest, that God alone can remove that barrier | sd 
' ich still exists between professors of the two creeds, and | ar «| 
oth parties must look forward with eagerness to that removal, | ee | 
when all shall (pon Lhe he Lord, to serve him | 
| 
| 
Vide, for instance, Lightfoot, Schéttgen, and many others. 


4 


is death! And for what? Let the writer speak for himself. 
“You no doubt believe, Sir, that the contraband articles must be of 


whole family :—I thought so too, but, [ have had an opportunity to run 


through the process files of the palatinate of Lublin, I have entered the | 


prison, I have conversed with the convicts, and I can pledge myself that 
out of eight of these guilty ones, seven had been condemned for having 
transported a little salt !—The salt mines of Wieliczka belong to Poland, 


they are our own, they constitute our wealth; the inhabitants of the most | 


distart countries, from the shores of the Baltic as well as of the Black 
Sea, come thither to obtain this first necessary. At the present day, the 
salt mines of Wieliczka, form part of Austrian Galicia, and are the pro- 
perty of the Emperor of Austria.. The price of salt is augmented beyond 
measure. The Poles, Jews and peasants, accustomed to regard Wieliczka 
as the national’ property, understand nothing of treaties, and cannot con- 
ceive wherefore they may not resort to a territory, to which their fathers 
and grandfathers had access. They see but one thing;—that they cannot 
do without salt; that the salt which was always so cheap, is raised to an 
exorbitant price; their families are in, want of it, and they have not the 
means of procuring it: they take advantage of the darkness of night, they 
risk their lives to penetrate where their ancestors went without danger in 
the light of day; they obtain criminally, what their parents procured 
legally. Unhappy they, who are caught in the act! they are seized, 
pinioned and condemned. If they have any property, they are ruined ; if 
they have none, the dungeon and hard labour await them. 

Such is the history of the contraband trade on the side of Austrian 
Galicia; it is the same thing on the Prussian frontier; with this difference, 
—there it is salt; here it is drapery and woollen cloth. I will not assert 
that smuggling is practised only with ubjects of the most pressing necessity. 
There are Jews who find it a lucrative commerce, and who follow the 
guilty trade in order to enrich themselves; but their number, at the utmost, 
scarcely reaches an eighth of those engaged. Moreover, they are for the 
most part rich men, who know how to arrange the affair with the Cossacks, 
and with the functionaries charged with the superintendence. Such 
frauds nearly always remain unpunished, while those unfortunates who 
have smuggled salt or drapery, expiate their daring enterprise in jail.” 

M. Czynski goes on to shew, that the most rigorous execution 
of the ukase could not secure the state; for the greatest 
smugglers are the Cossacks, and the revenue officers them- 
selves! He traces these frauds to the prohibitive system, and 
asks whether the Catholic Belgians on the French frontier 
might not at least give a lesson to the Polish Jews? He de- 
mands also, whether, even if the Jews were the sole obstacles 
to the designs of the government, the whole race ought to be 
expatriated,—innocent and guilty alike? He then accuses, and 
with too much justice, journalists, travellers, and authors all 
alike, who perceiving but a single Jew in the tableau, charge 
his offences to the account of the whole people—making the 
exception pass for the rule. ) 

“Tf a common thief be caught, (says this accurate observer) it is 
‘Peter who has been stealing,’ rac is mentioned of his being a 
Catholic or a Protestant: but if the thief have professed the religion of 
Moses, it is exclaimed at once ‘ there is a Jew who has stolen.’ If an 
individual be encountered, whom misery has degraded, whom persecution 
has bowed down, whom intolerant abuse has bespattered with mud, he is 
not designated by his name ;—no, the exclamation is ‘there goes a Jew.’ 
The whole race is made responsible for the faults or vices of a single 


member—such has been the policy which has sacrificed the innocent, 
the industrious, and the pious, confounding them with the dirty idlers for 


whom I have no sympathy.” 

The writer then reverts to the Jews of Poland, and paints 
the horrors of their destitution, driven into a strange part of 
the country, the nobles of which despise them, and the inhabi- 
tants of which are unable to aid them, even if their sympathies 


had not already been enlisted against them. The recital is at 


once so circumstantial and so affecting, that we regret the 
inability to find room for the whole letter. He notices with 
approbation the petition to the Emperor from Kénigsburgh, as 
an example worthy to be followed. He says also :— 


** The Israelites who live under the protection of the laws, ought from 
time to time to cast their regards towards the North, where two millions 
of the children of Israel live in the greatest apprehension for the morrow ; 
they ought to impose on themselves the double task of appealing to their 
brethren to follow the movements of our epoch, and of leading the life 
which opens to humanity a new career; imposing new duties in striving to 
render the situation of their brethren more endurable. Honour be to the 
Jews of Prussia! who have taken the initiative in this double task: they 
have addressed the Emperor Nicholas;—if that monarch listen to their 
voice, so much the better for the miserable people whose fate will be 
improved :—if he reject the petition, so much the better for Poland, and 
the hopes of all who suffer in her behalf.”’ | 
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hard labour, sometimes for life ; and, occasionally, the penalty | 


yim,” (known as the 
great value, for which life and property are risked; that the probable yim, “( 


gain must be enormous, for which the stake adventured is the fate of a_ 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


The Re-opening of the Synagogue ™ Shangar-hashama. 
“Spanish and Portuguese,”) on Friday 
night last, was a very impressive ceremony. The attendance 
was large and respectable, though not crowded; and included 
‘several members of other metropolitan synagogues, with four 
of their wardens. After the ordimary afternoon service, and 
before the Sabbath psalm, twenty-two of the most elegantly de. 
-corated Sepharim (rolls of the Pentateuch), were brought in, 
-and borne in procession. seven times round the synagogue ; 
meanwhile, the minister, the Rev. Mr. De. Sola, and choir, 
(augmented by assistants from the Duke's Place, and St. Helen’s 
synagogues,) chaunted several psalms. The offerings made at 
he ark, on the deposit therein of the Sepharim, amounted to 
about £200. The usual Sabbath evening service followed 
the very efficient choir, directed by Mr. Saqui, performed its 
duties-most admirably. The unusually lengthened and varied 
character of the music sung, afforded a favorable opportunity 
of comparing the several styles; and we find the general pre. 
ference incline to the grave and solemn style, in preference to 
those laboured compositions which may have more of science, 
but certainly less of sublimity. There is always a danger of 
the mind being distracted from the spirit of the prayer, by the 
glare of its artistic embellishments: nor, while we are on the 
subject, must we overlook the risk of awakening, by profane 
melody, or by mere musical execution, associations unsuited 
to the devotion of a synagogue. There were some of the 
chaunts, (those in which the whole congregation joined in sub. 
dued concord,) that were peculiarly effective. This is a style 
at once characteristic and appropriate ; it is, moreover, not open 
to the reasonable objections against too large a portion of the 
service being monopolized by the choir. Some of our melodies, 
both for hymns and psalms, are, it 1s true, monotonous; but 
there are a great many others which are splendid, as well as 
spirit moving ;—if our would but sing 
these, led by the choir, and in the time and harmony which 
we heard last Friday evening, there would be no difference of 
opinion as to what were most agreeable, as well as most de- 
votional. This is the juste milieu between a merely cold list- 
ening to the concerted performance of a choir, and the babel- 
like discordauce of a thousand voices, each in its own key and 
its own time :—we hope to find such a system reverted to before 
long. There could then be no dissatisfaction with the occa- 
sional and apt recitative and response, the swelling chorus ot 
'Halleluyahs, or the fugues which are so appropriate to many 
passages in the psalms.—But we are digressing from the ser- 
vice of last Friday evening. After having said so much in Its 
favour, we may be permitted to regret its length,—three hours. 
The proper feeling can rarely be sustained so long by the same 
theme,—and there was no exhortatory discourse! ‘The deep 
veneration with which the sacred rolls were greeted, could 
have been better maintained, if the circuits had been performed 
without the protraction necessary for chaunting seven long 
psalms: the mind, too long familiarized to an object, loses n- 
terest in it. Some of these reflections, though the occasion 
for them has been furnished by the re-opening of this syna- 
gogue, are nevertheless much more general in their applica- 
tion; and we feel it due to its wardens and committee, to record 
to their credit the excellent order which was maintained every- 
where, and the general sense of their efficient discharge of the 
laborious duties which these repairs have imposed upon them. 


_Manchester.—Some one here has written to Dan. O'Connell, 
’sq., M.P.,on the subject of the Ancona Inquisition. —Mr. 0'C. 
having doubted its authenticity, means have hese taken to obtain 


a confirmation of it, in order to establish a claim upon his g0° 
offices with the Pope. 


“ The Coming Man.”—Under this title, a curious incident 
has “ gone the round of the papers,” containing reference t 
the expected advent of the Messiah. The Prime minister, ! 
his place in parliament, indulged in a joke in connexiol with 


it, and at the expense of Mr, Benjamin D' Israeli, the M. 


| 


whose Jewish extraction had induced his somewhat incompre- 
hensible fellow senator, Mr. Lane Foz, to consult him as the 
«coming man.” The Globe of the 29th of August, tells the 
whole particulars after so amusing a fashion, that we expected 
to see all the parties rebuked for blasphemy ; instead or that, 
however, it has been bandied about by the press as “‘ a capital 
joke.” Our Jewish notions of the Messiah, as a temporal 
rince, are scarcely so scandalized by the unusual levity with 
which the subject has been treated by our Christian neighbours. 
To us, indeed, it is a remarkable sign, to find how extensively 
the expectation prevails—that some ‘‘ man,” of more than com- 
mon mould, will be forthcoming in the hour of utmost need ; 
now that the ‘“‘ times are out of joint,”’ and becoming too 
critical for ordinary means to adjust. To a certain extent, 
opular opinion is well represented by the literature upon 
which it feeds; and we have been much struck bya adiae 
article to which our attention has been called, in No. 19, of the 
‘“ Family Herald,” a penny periodical of ‘* Useful Informa- 
tion and Amusement for the Million.” We know nothing of 
the religious or political tendencies of this attractive looking 
paper, but we see here a long treatise, designed tor the most 
extended circulation, handling with great freedom a question 
religiously and politically of the highest importance; and tra- 
cing both the necessity for, and the expectation of, a Messiah— 
just such as we also look for—developed in the characteristic 
tenets of various sects in this country. Had this paper been 
written even by an infidel, it would still be a remarkable de- 
monstration of the moral and physical necessity for that, which 
the believers in revelation have looked for on the grounds of 
faith alone. 

The Morning Post quotes intelligence from the I?hine, dated 
Sth inst., in which the following sentiment is prominent. It 
gives us pleasure to acknowledge the greater fairness of this, 
and like selections from the Foreign journals. 

“The disturbances at Karlsruhe,* on the 5th inst. have 
deeper motives, as it is generally believed, and will not be 
entirely without consequences. But whatever may be the 
cause, it is unpardonable to excite the populace against the 
Jews. In that case, the innocent has to suffer together with 
the guilty.” 

Jenish Hospital for Jerusalem.—Contribution from ‘* A son 
of Abraham,” £1 Is., Reed. by J. A. Franklin. 


Pustic Examination—Holland House Academy, Hammersmith.—Un- 
able to be present at the examination of Mrs. 1. Cohen’s school, on the 
l9th inst., we have availed ourselves of a report kindly furnished at our 
request, by Dr. L. Loewe, who attended as one of the judges. We learn 
that “ the answers given by the young gentlemen, were such as to clieit 
the highest encomiums; and the geutlemen who sat as judges, unite in 
expressing their entire satisfaction with the appearance of the pupils, and 
their approbation of the manner in which the establishment is conducted.” 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


“ The Sect of Protestant Jews.” —At last, an authoritative 
document, signed by Dr. Riesser, and another authentic state- 
ment published in the 4. Z. d. J., enable us to form a correct 
estimate of this pretended commotion-working movement. 
We find that Drs. 7. Creizenuch, Stern, and Riesser, (not 
one of them a theologian) having been for some time in corres- 
pondence, concerning an adaptation of Judaism to what those 
gentlemen conceived to be the spirit of the times,—a portion 
of this correspondence, and a document erroneously supposed 


to contain the concurrent views of these ‘‘ Reformers,” were 


put into circulation at Frankfort, for the purpose of obtaining 
signatures. Extracts from these, copied out during their cir- 
culation, found their way to publicity—and that is all! The 


birth is represented as a ridiculous affair—a child dead before 


_The organs of our German brethren, now give us full parti- 


* Arising out of the fatal duel in which both combatants were killed. 
tines implicated is a Baron Haber, said to be a Jew; his house was 
- on ed by the mob, and other Jews were insulted, so that the military 

te obliged to interfere; but it is only fair to say, that the respectable 


which led Sf alanaateg condemned the tumult, and the religious prejudices 
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culars concerning the principles of these ‘ Nothingarians,” 
with extracts from the correspondence of their abettors. Our 
next number shall afford some specimens of a theology which 
aims at the demolition of Judaism, in order to pave the way, 
through infidelity, to the-State religion, say Christianity, re- 
gardless of the impossibility of any such superstructure exist- 
ing, if that which is its foundation be reduced to ruins. 

Social equality is the sacred right of the Jew, wherever 
civilization, or much ‘more, the revelation of which he is the 
witness, finds recognition; but Judaism has higher interests, 
and more imperious duties, than the contest for civil rights and 
privileges ; and whenever that contest is, by a too ardent local 
patriotism, made paramount over the essentials of our haliowed 
trust,—over the vocation and the destinies of Israel, it becomes 
the duty of the public writer to denounce the heresy, however 
propagated, or whoever its advocate.’ It is a painful task, and 
We reserve it for our next opportunity.* 


Jamaica, 23rd Aug.— The Spanish and Portuguese Syna- 
gogue of Kingston, is still urgently in need of an assistant 
minister. Salary £200 per annum, and probably another hun- 
dred from the projected Free School.....We are quite willing 
to subscribe our share, pro rata, towards the maintenance of 
the Chief Rabbi; and are greatly surprized at the apathetic 


and snail-like pace of the home authorities in that important 


business.”’ 

St. Thomas, 25th dug.— The election of the Synagogue 
officers for the ensuing year, was held last Sunday ; the follow- 
ing is the list:—4. Wolff, President; J. C. Pretto, V. P.; 
B. Levy, Treasurer; Jc. Lery, I. Cappe, S. B. Hohel, and 
D. Pretto, Wardens.”"—The last packet has brought us the 
“St. Thome Tidende,” containing a highly interesting ac- 
count of the recent public examination of the Hebrew Sunday 
School, which would well deserve to be given without curtail- 
ment, did our space permit it. The Jtev. B. C. Carillon, was 
examiner, and the Hon. G.v. Schmidten, K. D., and /lon., 
Major Kiellerup, K. D., were the judges. The reporter says— 
We were particularly pleased with the promptness and correctness which 
the children displayed: indeed had it been left to us to award the laurels, 
we should sorely puzzled to make the selection, If it be borne 
in mind that the school has only been established fifteen months, and that 
many of the scholars were unable to speak the English language when 
they entered it; we think that such an example of what perseverance— 
unremitting attention—and consummate ability to impart knowledge—can 
effect, has rarely been witnessed; that this eulogium is merited, we ap- 
peal to all who were present, 

The proceedings were opened and closed with prayer; the 
minister of the Synagogue delivered an appropriate discourse ; 
and an address on behalf of the parents was presented to 4. 
Wolff, Esq., by Dr. Pretto. The tollowing passage will speak 
volumes. 

To your perseverance are our youth indebted for a knowledge of those 
essential truths of religion, which will constitute their surest armour against 
the host of trials and a that beset the path of man in his journey 
through life; nay, this school so noble in its design may truly be styled, 
the offspring of your pious zeal and unweariable energy, over its infancy 
you watched with the anxiety of a parent, whilst with fostering care you 
preserved it from dissolution. 

A very tasteful testimonial, (a pair of silver fruit baskets), 
accompanied the address. Wr. /Volff replied in a speech re- 
plete with good feeling. He alluded to “ the regenerating 
spirit that manifests itself among our brethren in faith through- 
out the world;’”’ he urged upon his friends the necessity of a 


free school for the poor, in addition to that for the religious - 


training of their own children; and he reminded his hearers, 
that | 


instructed in those sacred dogmas, which during so many centuries have 
united, as one compact mass, all the children of Israel scattered over the 
face of the earth, our offspring will turn to ua, fur the practice of the 1e- 
ligious virtues they are taught, and it is by our example, that they must be 
made to feel that strong attachment to the faith of their ancestors, which 


* Is it not ludicrous to sve, under date of Frankfort, 3rd September, a 
statement, that Dr. R. is a “ venerable and learned Rabbin,’’ declin- 
ing to join, only ‘* because the doctrines of the new sect do not go far 
enough, particularly as to circumcision, which he, as a mere Talmud doc- 


tor, wants to have abolished altogether !’’—-( Vide Morning Post, Sept. 13.) . 
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ensures their happiness through life, and will make them partakers of 
eternal bliss hereafter. 


Conversion tactics in Malta.—Some one sends us from this island, the 
Malta Times, of the I\st inst., containing an account of a boy of twelve 
years of age, enticed away from his protector, as is supposed, for conver- 
sion to the Roman Catholic faith. The tale needs not be told at length; 
it is only too much like the common routine of these expedients. 


The Jews’ Hospital in Hamburgh, founded by the munifi- 
cent charity of Herr Salomon Heine, the banker, in memory of 
his deceased wife, and called after her name, was opened with 
great eclat, on the 7th inst. The members of the Senate, and 
the corps diplomatique, as well as the public functionaries 
were present. The Philharmonic Society executed a choral 
and a cantata; the president of the congregation made a most 
eloquent speech, (since published) and the benevolent founder 
said,—that though the hospital had been destined for Jews, the 
indigent sick of other creeds should not be refused assistance. 
We have not room at present for further details.—This is in- 
indeed a worthy mode of handing down a name to posterity. 


Education rendered obligatory.—In the grand Dukedom of 
Mecklenburg Schwerin, there has just appeared a government 
regulation of religious instruction; in which we find, among 
others, the following salutary prescription:—In every con. 
gregation there shall be a school for religious instruction, and 
wherever any such already exist they are to be maintained ; 
Only such teachers are tobe appointed as have been examined 
by the Chief Rabbi (Grand Rabbin); and all children, 
unless their parents omy for their religious instruction in 


some other way, are obliged to attend these schools, from the 
age of six to fourteen. 


Installation of a Chief Rabbi.—The congregation of Luz, 
emburg has recently celebrated a highly interesting event, in 
the solemn installation of their Chief Rabbi, Dr. Hirsch, 
formerly vested with the same dignity in Vessau. The solem- 
nity was increased by the presence of several high Gentile 
functionaries, and a deputation from the states of the grand duke- 
dom, then assembled in that place. The sermon delivered by 
the Rev. Rabbi was eloquent and expressive. The King of 
Holland has thus again exhibited his enlightened views ; not only 
permitting the congregation to elect a spiritual head, (if we are 
not mistaken, it is only since Luxemburg became subject to 
the mild sceptre of the house of Orange, that the Jews have 
been allowed to settle there,) but even assigning to him an 
annual salary from the state funds. Dr. Hirsch is favorably 
known to the learned world, through his profound theological 
works, which continue to excite the greatest attention, and 
which occupy strictly orthodox ground. 


Unfit Jewish Representaticves.—The ‘ Archives Israelites” 
contains some just animadversions on the too prevailing dis- 
posta to elect men to prominent offices, who exhibit no re- 
igious consistency, and who do not, in other respects, possess 
the qualifications necessary for the due fulfilment of public 
functions. It appears that Worms de Romilly, was recently 

present in the cathedral, at the marriage of his grand-daughter 
with a distinguished catholic, (47. de Grouchy) the said VW. 
WW’. d. I. being at the time president of the central Consistory 
of the Jews of France! Our contemporary, having heard that 
the colleagues of this gentleman had just re-elected him to that 
post, demanded wherefore the most important lay offices among 
the French Jews should not be conferred upon those dis- 
tinguished for learning, eloquence, religious zeal, and enlight- 
ened benevolence ? it now appears that the report was un- 
founded, and that 1Z. Worms hy Romilly has not again been 


nominated ;—-our contemporary expects that he will retire 
altogether. The “* dmi de la Religion” had already begun 
to sound a note of triumph, at this insensible approximation of 
Jewish families towards Catholicism; reasoning—that though 
the Jews were unwilling all at once to rend the ties which con- 
nect them with Judaism, they were to be won by these inter- 


marriages; the sanction thus given by the head of the French 
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work is given to them in their own houses. 


Jews to the union of his grand-child, being a decisive ox. 
ample which was sure to be extensively followed !—(Is not this 
very like the tactics recommended by Balaam to the Moab. 
ites?) The Editor of the Archives, repudiates the assumption 
of the Catholic organ most energetically, and calls upon the 
Jewish authorities to repudiate it formally. (The accommo. 
dating soi-disant Sanhedrin of eg Se has made such a 
formality almost necessary for the French Jews.) Our cop. 
temporary declares, (and we are truly glad to record such a de. 
claration emanating trom France, ) that ** we live at an epoch of 
religious re-action; true or false, there is re-action; and this 
is another reason why administrative honours should be con. 
ferred, only on safe and competent men.” We concur with 
our contemporary, that if M. Worms de Lomilly have not the 
decency to withdraw from all representative functions, his con. 
stituents should exhibit the spirit to dismiss him. 


Liberality m Prussia.—Several Prussian congregations haye 
given vent to the feelings of gratitude awakened in their minds, 
by the recent proceedings in the Rhenish diet, (vide 52 & 4,) 
by the distribution of considerable sums among the Rhenish 
poor, without religious distinction. Among these congrega- 
tions, the Berlin community will be distinguished by a char. 
table foundation; they are now raising a fund of 10,000 dollars, 
the annual interest of which (350 dollars) is to be distributed 
in equal proportions among the Catholic, Evangelical and Jewish 
poor of the Rhenish provinces. We read in No. 33 of the 
A. Z. a. J., the official report, and several speeches delivered 
in the Rhenish diet concerning the emancipation of the Jews. 
We never more regretted our inability to transfer to our co- 
lumns some of these speeches, not only bearing honorable testi- 
mony to the character of the Jews, but doing justice to their 
religion, to an extent seldom to be met with. They breathe the 
spirit of truly enlightened philanthropy. We think, that a 
zealous Israelite would render good service to the Jewish cause 
in this empire, by translating some of these highly interesting 
speeches into English, and distributing them. We find it 
stated in one of those speeches, that in the late war against 
France, from 1812 to 1815, not less than 6000 Jewish soldiers 
lost their lives in the Prussian service. 


The Rothschilds.—The letter addressed by Baron Salomon 
de Rothschild, to the Elders of the Vienna congregation, con- 
tinues to attract public attention on the continent, and is every- 
where read by the Jews with great emotion. As we have our- 
selves so freely commented upon it, we abstain from quoting 
the opinion of the continental Jewish press, the more so since 
they so closely coincide with our own, in No. 54. 


Catholic Conversionists—The Archives complain that cer- 
tain priests have several times intruded into the very syna- 
gogue of Paris, endeavouring to persuade young children to 
embrace Catholicism. 

Industrial pursuits —We read in the Orient, of a modern 
institution in .Vikolsburg (Moravia) in some respect analogous 
to the Jews’ Hospital in London. It embraces the woollen, 
cotton, and silk manufactures, under the auspices of a society 
for encouraging these trades among the poorer Jews. Thirty- 
five males and twelve females are employed, under the direc- 
tion of an efficient master, and they attend school on Sundays. 
The apprentices are bound for four years; they work six months 
for nothing, after which they receive half of the wages of a 
journeyman, ‘Their weekly earnings, (something more than 
two florins,) are depcalied, and paid to them at the end of 
their apprenticeship. Journeymen who wish to work, receive 4 
loom which they pay for by small instalments, and, if necessary, 
There are appren- 
tices in the manufactory, who earn eight to ten florins weekly, 
(about eight shillings): a handsome sum, considering the cheap- 
ness of the necessaries of life in Moravia. 


Thessalonica.—According to a recent traveller in the east, 
the number of Jews in Thessalonica (Salonichi) is about 30— 
36,000, comprising 6,200 families ; whilst the total of the pop'- 
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lation amounts to 70,000 souls. Many of the Jewish inhabitants 
carry on trades, some are domestics, others gondoliers and orters. 
They marry at a very early age (10 years)! Learning does not 
seem anywhere to be found among them. They hold so firmly 
together, that when a Jewish servant, without fault of his, loses 
q situation with a Christian or Mahometan, no other Jew accepts 
mployment. 
prides Society.—* Les Archives” speaks in terms of 
strong admiration of the statutes of an insti- 
tuted in Paris, for the establishment of respectable young fe- 
males of the Jewish profession.. The lady patronesses, A/es- 
dames Rothschild (James), Furtado, and Leopold Hatphen, 
appear to take a lively personal interest in the administration of 
the society's affairs. 
Inconsistencies of Prussian Legislation —There has just 
appeared at Berlin, the first part of a work entitled ‘‘ The 
Jewish Question in Germany, Kc.,” by Dr. Vilhelm Freund. 
This publication’ shows that there now exist, in the not very 
extensive kingdom of Prussia, eighteen different systems of 
regulations for Jewish affairs; and that for their completion and 
illustration, no less than a thousand special ordinances have 
been promulgated. It further shows the most glaring incon- 
sistencies in these regulations, all, as it appears, arising from the 
conflict between the loud demands of the age, and the unwil- 
lingness existing upon the part of the government to make any 
concession. The diversified and conflicting character of these 


eighteen systems, is well illustrated by a chart on which they 


are traced in different colours. 


Rabbinical College. — The Russian Minister for Spiritual | 
Affairs, Uraroff, accompanied by several other state officers, 
aid a long visit to the /vabbinerschule, (a college for training 
Jewish clergy) in Warsaw, on the llthof July. The Minister 
himself examined the progress of the pupils with great attention ; 
their answers gave him so mucb satisfaction, that he expressed it | 
warmly. The Minister, who is well acquainted with the Hebrew, 
for which he appears even to have a predilection, encouraged 
the pupils particularly to cultivate that language. Ina conver- 
sation Which he had with the Directors of the establishment, he 
explained to them—that it was the principal wish of the Emperor 
to see propagated among the Jews, an intellectualization based 
upon genuine and pure religion ;—that there existed no shadow 
of religious antipachy, inasmuch that in so enlightened anage as 
ours, sentiments arising from religious hatred could not be enter- 
tained by government ;—that the reason of the unfavorable 
position of the Russian Jews, is not to be sought in the differ- 
ence of religion, but in their lower degree of mental culture, 
(culturzustand)—that it is not a religious, but a civilization ques- 
ion, Which now occupies the public mind,—that their grievances 
could only be removed by becoming more intellectualized, so 
that a committee has been formed even at Petersburgh, for the 
projecting of a suitable scheme. for educational establishments ; 
—and that he (the Minister), was conscious of the great diffi- 
culties which the execution of such a scheme would encounter, 
but he nevertheless entertained a hope of ultimate success. 

vine service was then performed, and a lecture delivered, 
during which time, the Minister exhibited the greatest atten- 
tion. Having once more expressed his satisfaction, he again 
assured those who were present of the purity of the imperial 
intentions; he disavowed any other or ulterior object, and 
gave, at the same time, permission to publish to the world the 
sentiments of the Emperor as enunciated by him. | 
e abstain from making any remark ; but this we must say 
We are utterly at a loss to reconcile these sentimempts as 
Propounded by Count Uwaroff, with the ukase lately issued. 


rt Tur J EWs oF America.—We have before us Nos, 4 & 5 of 
+ he Occident,” the monthly magazine of our American bre- 
#-iren, The work decidedly advances in interest, and has al- 
teady called into useful exercise the pens of several willing 
and able to labour in the cause of Judaism. The encourage- 
ment whieh the rev. editor has already met, warrants him in 


“nnouncing the permanence of his undertaking. It is with 
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some pain, however, that we learn how cold has been its re- 
ception in Great Britain, notwithstanding that the terms on 
which it is supplied, (vide Advertisement in No. 49.) are 
scarcely eater those to subscribers on its own side of the 
Atlantic. We hope that more justice will be done after pe- 
rusal of these later numbers, now before us. 

We really regret the inability to avail ourselves of the 
friendly invitation addressed to us so specially, further than 
to point out those articles among the contents which have most 
interested us. | 

The articles on The Jewish Creed, are intended to define 
what are essential tenets of the religion, and what constitute 
“the pale” of Judaism. The exposition of the first article of 


the creed of Maimonides, is accompanied by a conclusive proof 


of the existence of a God, well worked out. We perceive that 
the immediate occasion for these expositions, was afforded by 
the commotion in Charleston, (described at length in our No.51.) 
and that the minister who had sanctioned the ‘ reforming” 
system, had resigned his office,—after having caused much mis- 
rule, and even proceeded so far as to tamper with the creed of 
Maimonides! No, 5 of the Occident, contains a calm and 
argumentative appeal from its Editor to this ex-minister of 
the quondam “ reformers ;’’ inviting him to discuss in the 
columns of the Occident, the points in dispute. These 
include, besides the alterations of the creed already alluded to, 
the second day of the festivals, and the validity of Rabbinical 
dicta generally; as well as the legality of introducing instru- 
mental music into existing synagogues. ‘The Editor, in his 


challenge, gives his reasons for maintaining what are known as 
‘orthodox opinions” on all these points, and hundreds will be 


anxious to see how the reformers will employ their opportunity 
to rebut them. A much more religious spirit has evidently 
supervened in Charleston.—One of the gems of the Ocet/ent, 1s 
an address delivered by a layman, before the ‘* Society for the 
Instruction of Jewish Youth” in that city. It is indeed an elo- 
quent exhortation, full of the truly Jewish 2 rie Our fair 
sisters ought certainly-to manage that this address be read 
extensively; not only does it exhibit what Jewish ladies can do 
and have done, for the advancement of religion, and of domes- 
tic and social happiness, but it assigns to woman, that exalted 
position which she now practically occupies among the Jews, 
as contra-distinguished from that disparagement, which our 


| enemies are so prone to infer from some merely engrafted 


custom of the East, or from the strained commentary of some 
ascetic.—In No. 5, is a demonstration, (translated from the 
German) that the doctrine of the immortality of the soul, is 
not, as pretended by some, a modern one among the Jews.— 
The same number contains some very pious and beautiful verses 
by Miss Aguilar, a lady, to whom our own columns have been 
also indebted.—We notice the commencement of a series of 
letters, by ‘* Dea,” on the New Testament; the publication of 
which we must confess, but without any disparagement of their 
merit, is not equally satisfactory to us. Having been favoured, 
by the family of the writer, with a sight of the manuscript 
volume, (a large folio) we find that these very singular 
letters were written seventy years since, to ‘* satisfy the 
curiosity” of a correspondent; and that, although they have 
been transcribed, they do not appear to have been at all de- 
signed by the author or his immediate friends, to be circulated 
among Christians. The prevailing desire among English Jews, 
is to be letalone, in religious concerns; and if attacked, to act 
on the defensive merely :—a policy justified by the great JJ/en- 
deissohn, in his letter to the celebrated Lavater, declining a 
public controversy.* Our American friends have shown less 
forbearance, under the provocation of the American Conversion 
Society ; and standing on the latitude allowed to the press in 
that country, they have promulgated these scriptural and his- 
torical arguments in disproof of Ferny tar It is only fair to 
admit, that the magazine in which these letters are appearing 
is a Jewish one, and not addressed to Gentile readers ; but our 
own experience proves how impossible it is to restrict a printed 
work to any class of subscribers. After all, it is the Conver- 


ail We would at once give this letter at length, did our space permit, 
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THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


sionists who are to be blamed, for it is their misrepresentations 
of Judaism and their unhallowed tamperings with the necessit- 
ous and the uneducated, which give the occasion for these 
untoward publications. We sincerely hope, that forbearance 
will continue to characterize the English Jews; and we rejoice 
to find, that our exclusively defensive policy is sufficing to 
disabuse our Gentile readers, as to the futility, nay, the im- 
piety, of any human attempts to “convert” us. As for ourselves, 
we have, in scrupulous accordance with that Pore not 
only refased insertion to Anti-Christian contributions, but de- 
clined to review works of that character ;—including specially 
an American clergyman’s scriptural refutation of the gospels, 
(the Rev. Bethune English) ; for the effectsof that controversy 
were, that the one clergyman publicly renounced his gown and 
his creed; his opponent, the Rev. Edw. Everett, is now the 
fay minister of the Unlited States, at the court of Great Britain ! 
—The Occident contains an announcement of a new weekly 
paper, ‘“‘ The Israelite,’ devoted to the cause of Judaism, and 
now published in Philadelphia, in the German language. The 
number of our brethren emigrating from the intolerant states 
of Germany, and spreading over the United States, is con- 
sidered sufficient to support this new undertaking; and the 
Editor of the Occident says, there is ample room among the 
probably 20,000 Jews in the States, for his own monthly maga- 
zine, the semi-monthly Voice of Jacob, and the weekly paper 
in German. The Editor of this last, has published a shortrand 
well written paper ‘* on the Establishment of a Jewish colony 


in the United States ;” and that is the only specimen of his pen 


which has reached us. It will be remembered, that we pre- 
viously alluded to the formal consecration of a sixth synagogue 
in New York; its congregation is almost exclusively German, 
and the sermon is delivered in that language.—A correspon- 
dent from Savannah, (Georgia, U. 8.) gives to the magazine 
an interesting account of the first settlement of forty Jews in 
that colony, in 1733, ‘* under the auspices of General Ogle- 
thorp, whose ‘ strong benevolence of soul’ was sung by Pope.” 
The synagogue has never been able to maintain a regular 
minister; but, in March last,the Jewish ladies determined on 
giving a fair in aid of a permanent fund, from which a minister 
might be supported. They were nobly sustained by every 
Christian sect in the city, and realized more than 1600 dollars. 
This love for Israel, does not appear to be founded on scrip- 


tural associations only, for the communication says of the 
Savannah Jews— 


‘* Their names may be seen among the founders of every | 


charitable and literary society in this city, and in return, they 
have received the most marked and undeviating kindness and 
liberality from their fellow citizens. At this very time, the city 
judge and sheriff are Jews, the collector of the port is a Jew, 
and a Jew occupies a seat in the legislature of the State from 
this city, and is a member of the Board of Aldermen; besides 
other offices of minor importance, which are filled by Jews.” 
The Rev. Editor of the Occident, besides the handsome terms 
in which he speaks of our humble labours, announces our pro- 
posals for a Corrected Translation of the Bible, in terms of 
commendation, and calls upon his readers to give to it their 
aid. It is still more gratifying to us, to express the expectation 
to have enlisted the literary assistance of the rev. gentleman 
for the work; an accession, which will command the confidence 
of not only our American brethren, but also of the American 
literati, forthe attainments of Mr. Leeser are favorably known. 


Oppression in Moravia.—German papers bring again under 
notice the melancholy state of the slofevien Jew. Debarred 
from most trades and mechanical pursuits; hampered at every 
step by legal restrictions; saiitined to the limits within which 
he is allowed to drag on a miserable existence; groaning under 
an insupportable burden of extra taxation; he is not even 
allowed to satisfy his hunger without paying dearly for a per- 
mission. A Jew must pay on every pound of fish i kr. c. m., 


(about a halfpenny), on a pound of meat 2 kr., on a fowl 3 
kr., and on a goose 5 kr. ! | 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


“ Creps,”—who writes from the Army and Navy Club is informed, that 
a subscription is already opened for the Jewish Hospital at Jerusalem 
(Vide file of the Voice of Jacob.) Contributions may be addressed, care 
of J. A. Franklin,” to the office of this paper. For the other object, pecr. 
niary aid is not now necessary. . 

“The Hesperus.”’—The press of subjects possessing a character more 
strictly Jewish, will prevent our notice of this periodical as we had in. 
tended. 

Tunis. —The communication via Malta, in our next. 

mena nds NIIN—We are seeking to remedy the evil, by less public 
means. 


~ NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 
Friday 29th Sept. 5th of Tishri. Sabbath at 5 o’Clock 


Wed. 4th Oct, 10 53 (Day of Atone- 
ment) Night 6° 20’ 

Sabbath at 5 o’Clock 

Sabb. 7 Portion for the week 

Wed. ll 


17 
( syyon Syn (Intermediate days) 
Friday Sabbath at 4-past 4 


EWISH DAY SCHOOL.—An annual course having been 


now finished, and two public Examinations holden, the Proprietor thinks 
he has afforded the Public full scope for appreciating the system pursued, 
and the earnest endeavours of all concerned to fulfil their engagements. Thus 
encouraged, the Proprietor deems himself warranted in calling the attention of the 
Jewish Public in London, in the Provincial Towns, and in the Colonies, to the 
advantages attached to his Establishment, as set forth in the Prospectus :— 

This School has been established to combine the advantages of a classical, with a 
strictly religious education, ‘* Religious instruction in Christian institutions is either 
adventitious, or entirely omitted; nor can this neglect be remedied in after-age, 
when impressions are not so easily made as they are rapidly effaced.’’ ‘* Parents 
are also sensible that their ¢hildren incur a heavy and irretrievable loss of time 
when frequenting Christian Schools, since the religion of the pupils prevents their 
attendance on Jewish Holydays, whilst the regulations of the Establishment pro- 
hibit it on Christian festjvals.’’—-Terms, Twelve Guineas for the School year. 
Arrangements have also been made with a highly-respetable party, for the board- 
ing of young gentlemen, on moderate terms, 

A new and important feature has been superadded, in the establishment of a s0- 
called Finishing Class, for the benefit of young gentlemen who, have entered 
life before completing the studies requisite for their vocation. Such pupils must 
have entirely left School, and attained their fourteenth year. The hours of instruc- 
tion will not exceed three daily. The Terms are, Eight Guineas for the School 
year; arrangements may however be made for such as attend part only of the 
subjects taught. 


For Prospectuses and Particulars apply to Mr. Lindenthal, New Synagogues, 


Great St. Helen's. 

AY ANTED by a LADY, in the vicinity of Russell Square, 
a Governess of the Hebrew faith, to instruct Two Young Children, three 

or four hours a day in English, Hebrew, and the usual routine of female education; 

(unexceptionable references will be required.) Enquire at Mr. Kirk, Baker, 49, 


Tottenham Court Road. 


V ANTED a respectable middle aged man of the J ewish 

persuasion, to attend a Nervous Gentleman, (he/will be treated as one of 
the family ;) an Englishman would be preferred. Apply by letter, pre-paid, stating 
particulars, to A. B., at Mr. Magnus’s, 127, Fenchurch Street. 


PACTURY, 26, MANSELL Street, Goopman’s Fietps. P. S. is induced 
to inform his Friends generally, that, in consequence of the depression of trade, 
he is enabled by the use of ready cash to make a reduction of full 25 per cent. on 
his former prices. Single Hunters and Consellor Seconds will be found unrivalled 
in price and quality. Merchants, Travellers, &c. will have an opportunity of 
selecting from his various Stock, at prices unprecedented ; and of Mr. D. Michaels, 
who will attend every evening at Howard's Coffee House. | 


¥ HOUSE, GRAVESEND.—Mrs. and the Misses 
~ Crawcovr, in returning thanks for the liberal patronage with which they 
have been honored, beg to apprize the Jewish community, that they continne tu 
conduct their Establishment on the same system that has hitherto been found 80 
conducive to the improvement and happiness of their pupils.—School recommences 
on the 22nd of October. 


London: Printed for Mr, by’ E. Varry, 27, Camomile Street, 
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